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Abstract:

This research paper explores the interaction between Arab drama and issues of cultural and national
identity in the digital media era, It highlights the role of digital media in enhancing cultural identities
while addressing challenges related to social divisions and identity conflicts. The study examines the
impact of competition from Turkish and Western dramas on public perceptions of Arab identities.
Employing an analytical methodology that combines theoretical and practical approaches, the research
focuses on prominent dramatic works. The key finding reveals that Arab drama plays a crucial role in
shaping cultural and national identity in the digital age.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Arab drama is one of the most prominent expressive arts that reflect the culture and identity

of society, playing a pivotal role in shaping social and political awareness. With the rise of digital
media and its increasing influence, Arab drama has a changing role in expressing cultural identity.
The diverse digital platforms provide a variety of content, impacting how audiences consume
drama and enhancing the dynamics of cultural identity amid globalization. Therefore, this
theoretical analytical study highlights the relationship between Arab drama and digital media and
their influence on identity issues by examining how these dramatic works can either reflect or
distort multiple cultural identities.
The problematic
The issue addressed in this research centers on the impact of digital media on cultural identity
through Arabic drama, particularly in light of the cultural plurality and rapid changes occurring in
Arab society. Questions arise regarding the ability of drama to preserve cultural identity in the age
of globalization, as well as how dramatic works respond to these challenges. This issue raises a
central question:
How does digital media influence the tensions surrounding cultural identity in Arabic
drama, and what role does this drama play in shaping awareness of identity within Arab
communities?
To thoroughly address the research aim and necessity, several subsidiary questions must be posed
to help establish a scientific foundation for the topic. These questions are as follows:
1. What are the most significant changes that have occurred in the content of Arabic drama in
light of the rise of digital media?
2. How do audiences interact with Arabic dramatic content across digital platforms, and what
impact does this have on their cultural identity?
3. To what extent do Arabic dramatic works reflect local cultural identities in the face of
external influences?
4. What mechanisms does Arabic drama employ to confront the challenges associated with
globalization in digital media?
5. How can Arabic drama contribute to the enhancement or marginalization of diverse
cultural identities in the context of digital openness?
This study aims to explore these questions to provide comprehensive insights into the complex
relationship between Arabic drama and digital media, as well as their impact on cultural identity.
Reasons for Choosing the Topic
The primary reason for selecting this topic is the urgent need to understand how digital media can
influence Arabic drama, and consequently, cultural identity in Arab societies. In addition to this,
several other reasons underscore the importance of this study:
1. Growing Influence of Digital Media: In the age of globalization, digital platforms have
assumed a central role in the dissemination of culture and entertainment. This necessitates
44



Media Dynamics and the Identity Issue = g E

an examination of how these media affect cultural identities, particularly in the Arab
context.

Cultural Transformations: Arab societies are experiencing rapid changes due to
technology and new media. Drama serves as a reflection of these transformations, and
understanding this relationship aids in comprehending how communities adapt to cultural
shifts.

. Increased Interest in Identity: With the rise of nationalism and the quest for identity amid

global changes, it becomes essential to study how cultural identity is represented in drama
and how modern media influences this representation.

Diversity of Dramatic Content: Arabic drama reflects a variety of cultures and social and
political trends. Analyzing these works can provide insights into how they address issues of
identity and diversity within the Arab world.

. Limited Previous Studies: Despite significant academic interest in the fields of media and

culture, studies linking Arabic drama and digital media remain limited. This research aims
to fill this gap.

Importance of the Arts in Shaping Identity: The arts, including drama, play a crucial
role in shaping concepts related to identity. Therefore, understanding this role can
contribute to the development of strategies to enhance cultural identity in diverse
communities.

Audience Interaction: With the advent of interactive platforms, audiences now participate
in shaping cultural content. Studying these dynamics helps to understand how identities
evolve in light of these new interactions..

Research Objectives
This research paper aims to achieve the following objectives:

1.

Analyze the Relationship Between Arabic Drama and Digital Media: To study how
digital media influences the production and consumption of Arabic drama, identifying the
factors that contribute to shaping this relationship.

Understand Cultural Identity Dynamics: To explore how Arabic drama embodies
various cultural identities and how it interacts with the influences of globalization and
social changes.

. Evaluate the Impact of Digital Media on Audiences: To examine how audiences engage

with Arabic dramatic content across digital platforms and how this engagement affects
their awareness and cultural identities.

Highlight Cultural Transformations: To analyze how Arabic drama responds to current
social and political transformations and how these works reflect cultural changes within
Arab societies.

. Identify Mechanisms Used in Drama: To explore the strategies employed by dramatic

works to promote cultural identities or adapt to external cultural pressures.
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Provide Future Recommendations: Based on the findings, to offer recommendations for
creators and policymakers on how to enhance cultural identity through drama in the age of
digital media.

Develop Academic Understanding: To contribute to the academic literature related to
media and culture by providing a comprehensive and detailed study on the impact of digital
media on drama and cultural identity in the Arab world.

Importance of the Research

l.

Understanding the Impact of Digital Media: This research contributes to clarifying how
digital media affects the production of Arabic drama, leading to a deeper understanding of
the changes in the Arab cultural landscape.

Highlighting Cultural Identity: The study emphasizes the significance of cultural identity
in the modern era, exploring how Arabic drama can reflect cultural diversity and local
particularities.

Studying Audience Interactions: By examining audience engagement with dramatic
content, this research provides valuable insights into how cultural awareness and social
interaction are shaped within Arab communities.

Guiding Content Creators: The research offers recommendations and guidelines for
drama and media content creators on how to enhance cultural identity and produce works
that reflect local values and heritage amidst global influences.

. Contributing to Academic Literature: This study addresses the existing gap in previous

research regarding the relationship between digital media, drama, and cultural identity, thus
enhancing academic understanding and encouraging further exploration in this field.
Developing Cultural Policies: The research provides valuable information for
policymakers and cultural planners, assisting them in formulating strategies that promote
cultural identity and protect artistic heritage in the context of globalization.

Enhancing Community Awareness: This research contributes to raising awareness about
the importance of culture and drama in shaping identity, which can lead to community
dialogues regarding the challenges and opportunities facing cultural identities in the digital
age.

Overall, this research represents a valuable contribution to understanding the complex
relationships between drama, digital media, and cultural identity, thereby enhancing knowledge
and interaction among these elements within Arab societies..

Type of Study

This study can be classified as descriptive-analytical research, as it focuses on analyzing the core
concepts related to identity, drama, and digital media. It draws on multiple cognitive theories to
understand the interactions between these factors. The research aims to describe how digital

media influences Arabic drama and its identity by reviewing practical examples and conducting

content analysis. It also includes critical analyses of dramatic content and its impact on identity
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formation, investigating how drama responds to cultural and social challenges. The study
integrates various fields such as media, culture, sociology, and anthropology to provide a

comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon.

Methodology

The methodology of this study involves a multi-faceted approach to effectively analyze the
relationship between digital media, Arabic drama, and cultural identity. The key components of
the methodology are as follows:

o Content Analysis: A systematic analysis of selected Arabic drama series will be
undertaken to identify themes, narratives, and representations of cultural identity. This will
involve examining how these works respond to the influences of digital media and
globalization.

o Comparative Analysis: The research will include a comparative study of different Arabic
dramas across various digital platforms to understand how they reflect local identities in
the face of external cultural pressures.

o Case Studies: Specific case studies of prominent Arabic dramas will be highlighted to
illustrate the complexities of identity representation and the impact of digital media on
these narratives.

e Literature Review: An extensive review of existing literature on media, culture, and
identity will provide a theoretical framework for the study, helping to situate the findings
within broader academic discussions.

2. The Theoretical Framework

2.1 Defining the Concepts of the Study

2.1.1Concept of Identity: Identity is a set of characteristics and traits that define individuals or
communities, encompassing cultural, social, and political dimensions. Cultural identity is
considered the result of the interaction of historical and geographical factors, and it includes
values, beliefs, and traditions. Researcher Edward Said (1994) argues that identity is not fixed;
rather, it is continuously evolving as a result of social and cultural interactions (Said, E. (1978), p.
49). Additionally, Clifford Geertz (1973) distinguishes between individual and collective
identities, noting that collective identity is shaped by belonging to a specific group, such as
family, culture, or nation (Geertz, C. (1973), p. 12).

Identity is a complex and multidimensional concept that has been explored by researchers in
various fields such as sociology, anthropology, and psychology. Here are some definitions
provided by different scholars:

1. Edward Said: Said defines identity as a collection of cultural experiences and interactions
that shape an individual's sense of belonging. He emphasizes the importance of social and
political context in shaping identity, noting that it is not fixed but rather fluid and
contingent upon historical circumstances (Said, E. W. (1978), pp. 322-325).
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2. Stuart Hall: Hall defines identity as "a process through which the self is understood in
relation to social and cultural relationships." He points out that identity is not merely a
personal matter but is intertwined with cultural and political contexts that intersect with
individual experiences (Hall, S. (1990), pp. 222-237).

3. Anthony Giddens: Giddens describes identity as "the individual's awareness of themselves
in the world, which is shaped by social relationships." He indicates that identity reflects the
diversity and complexity of different social contexts, making it a dynamic element
influenced by social changes (Giddens, A. (1991), pp. 52-60).

4. Judith Butler: Butler approaches identity from a gender perspective, viewing it as the

result of complex social and cultural processes. She asserts that identity is not merely a
representation of the individual but the outcome of ongoing interactions between
individuals and communities (Butler, J. (1990), pp. 24-29).

5. Claude Lévi-Strauss: Lévi-Strauss defines identity as a collection of symbols and
meanings that individuals adopt in different social contexts. He emphasizes that identity is
formed through cultural and social patterns (Levi-Strauss, C. (1963)., pp. 10-12).

2.1.2Digital Media:Digital media refers to all forms of media that rely on digital technology, such
as the internet and social media. It has revolutionized the way information is consumed and
shared, contributing to changes in traditional methods of accessing content. In this regard,
researchers like Cutler and Zinger (2016) point out that digital media enhances interaction among
audiences, leading to the formation of new identities and cultural expressions (Cutler, R. &
Zinger, A. (2016), p. 76). Moreover, digital media has a significant impact on society by fostering
a sense of belonging and communication among individuals from diverse cultures.

As a concept, digital media involves the use of digital technologies to generate, publish, and
distribute media content. Researchers have explored this term from various perspectives; here are
some definitions along with their references:

1. Marshall McLuhan: McLuhan is one of the early thinkers to discuss the impact of media
on communication, describing digital media as "the media that use electronic technologies
to transmit information, thereby changing the way individuals interact with content"
(McLuhan, M. (1964), pp. 21-25).

2. Charles Ogburn: Ogburn defines digital media as "a collection of media that relies on the
internet to distribute content and facilitate communication between individuals,"
highlighting how digital media contributes to creating interactive environments among
users (Ogburn, W. F. (1950), pp. 128-135).

3. Manuel Castells: Castells describes digital media as "an infrastructure that allows the flow
of information and helps build new social and economic networks," emphasizing the
importance of digital media in shaping cultural and political identities in the modern era
(Castells, M. (2009), pp. 123-130).
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4. Anthony Giddens: Giddens links digital media to modernity, considering it "a means that
allows individuals to express their opinions and participate in public dialogue,"
demonstrating how digital media enhances both individual and collective identity
(Giddens, A. (1990), pp. 74-80).

5. Sherry Turkle: Turkle notes that digital media provides "new opportunities for
communication and social interaction, but it also presents new challenges related to
personal relationships and privacy" (Turkle, S. (2011), pp. 15-18).

2.1.3 Arabic Drama: Arabic drama is an important part of Arab culture, reflecting the social and
political challenges and issues faced by society. Over the decades, Arabic drama has evolved from
traditional theater to contemporary television productions, allowing for greater expression of
identity. According to researcher Ahmad Abdullah (2019), Arabic drama serves as a mirror of
society, reflecting the values and social and cultural changes that Arab communities confront
(Abdullah, A. (2019), P.34). Researchers also demonstrate how drama plays a role in shaping
identities, as it raises awareness of social issues and helps redefine identity in new contexts.

1. Ahmad Zakariya (2020): Zakariya points out that "Arabic drama reflects the social and

political transformations in the Arab world, serving as a tool to express the challenges
faced by communities" (Zakariya, A. (2020), p. 112).

2. Fatima Al-Ali (2021): Al-Ali explains that "drama plays a crucial role in shaping cultural
awareness, embodying social interactions and aiding in the understanding of Arab identity
in contemporary contexts" (Al-Ali, F. (2021), p. 45).

3. Yusuf Al-Baz (2022): Al-Baz describes Arabic drama as "a window into understanding
social changes, revealing shifts in values and beliefs over time" (Al-Baz, Y. (2022), p. 78).

4. Rodney B. Smith (2007): Smith notes that "Arabic drama expresses the social and
political tensions in Arab societies and is considered a means of searching for collective
identity" (Smith, R. B. (2007), p.54).

5. Mary Jane Evans (2010): Evans explains that "Arabic drama reflects cultural and political
changes, serving as an important tool for expressing social concerns" (Evans, M. J. (2010),
p. 66).

6. Allison Wagner (2015): Wagner highlights how "Arabic drama plays a crucial role in
shaping cultural concepts, helping to redefine Arab identity in global contexts" (Wagner, A.
(2015),88).

2.1.4 Media Dynamics: Media dynamics refer to the conflicts and interactions that occur among
various actors in the media landscape, including media outlets, governments, and the public. This
concept encompasses how media discourse is shaped and its impact on public opinion. Some
researchers have made efforts to define the meaning of media dynamics; their contributions are as
follows:
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1. Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky (1988): They indicate that "media dynamics
demonstrate how economic and political forces influence the media, thereby affecting the
information available to the public" (Herman, E. S., & Chomsky, N. (1988), p. 2).

2. Fareed Zakaria (2011): Zakaria explains that "media dynamics reflect the competition

among various narratives and interests, leading to the formation of public perceptions of
events" (Zakaria, F. (2011), p. 45).

3. Ali Al-Sabah (2019): Al-Sabah defines media dynamics as "the ongoing conflicts between
different media sources and information, which reflect the divergence of interests and
agendas" (Al-Sabah, A. (2019), p. 120).

3. Dimensions of Media Dynamics
Media dynamics are influenced by several key factors, including political, cultural, and social
elements, all of which contribute to shaping identity and public orientations within society.
3.1Political Factors: Politics play a fundamental role in shaping media dynamics, as
governments utilize media to steer public discourse and promote their interests. This is reflected
in media agendas, censorship, and political propaganda. According to McQuail, these factors can
reduce diversity in media discourses, creating tensions among different political values (McQuail,
2010, pp. 79-90).
3.2Cultural Factors: Culture is a central factor in shaping media dynamics. Hall discusses how
media reflect and reinforce cultural values, impacting the formation of cultural identity in various
societies. These dynamics can lead to cultural conflicts between traditional and modern values
(Hall, 1997, pp. 15-30).
3.3Social Factors: Social factors such as religion, social class, and ethnicity play a role in
shaping media dynamics. Couldry examines the impact of media in fostering social discussions
related to justice and equality, highlighting how media can serve as a tool for expressing social
issues and facilitating dialogue among different groups (Couldry, 2010, pp. 62-68).
4.Traditional Media vs. Digital Media
The comparison between traditional media and digital media reveals significant differences in
how identity is shaped:
Traditional Media: Traditional media, such as television and newspapers, is characterized by a
centralized content production model, where messages are directed by large media institutions that
reflect specific political and cultural agendas. This form of media tends to diminish diversity in
cultural expressions, thereby affecting collective identity (Katz & Blumler, 1974, pp. 19-32).
Digital Media: In contrast, digital media provides an open platform for a diverse array of voices,
enhancing cultural expression diversity. Digital media connects individuals and facilitates instant
communication, leading to the formation of new identities. However, this can also result in social
divisions, as individuals tend to consume information that aligns with their viewpoints (Jenkins,
2006, pp. 3-10).
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5.Content Analysis

Arabic drama is one of the most important tools for expressing cultural identity, reflecting the
values, traditions, and social challenges faced by Arab societies. Through analyzing the content of
some of these works, we can observe how they address issues of cultural identity.

"Bab Al-Hara": This series is one of the works that reflects Syrian cultural heritage,
highlighting traditional values and social relationships in the old Damascus community.
The characters demonstrate the conflicts between tradition and modernity, contributing to
the formation of collective identity (Nassif, A. (2010), pp. 45-56).

""Al-Heiba": This series addresses issues of identity within the Lebanese context, dealing
with themes of honor, dignity, and loyalty to family. It illustrates how these values
influence individual and collective identity, representing the clash between customs and
traditions in the face of modern challenges (Hassan, S. (2018), pp. 123-135).

"Dar Al-Fashouh'": This series sheds light on class issues and social inequality in Arab
society. Through the story of a wealthy family facing social and economic challenges, it
explores how money and influence impact family relationships and personal identity.
Symbols of luxury and wealth are presented as a means to highlight the gaps between
different social classes, reflecting the struggle for identity in the contemporary context.
"Omar": This historical series portrays the life of the companion Omar Ibn Al-Khattab,
showcasing Islamic values and social justice. By highlighting the transformations in Arab
society during different historical periods, the series provides a profound vision of Islamic
identity and reinforces the belonging to the Arab and Islamic nation.

"Fatima': This series focuses on the role of women in Arab society, highlighting the
challenges they face in pursuing their dreams. It reflects the aspirations of Arab women in
confronting traditions, contributing to the shaping of female identity in the modern era.

Conclusion

Through analyzing the content of these series, we can conclude that Arabic drama reflects the
diversity of cultural and social identities. Each series offers different insights into how identity is
shaped and the impact of values and traditions on daily life.

6.Psychological and Social Impact

Drama significantly influences perceptions and collective identity, By reviewing some research,
we can observe how drama reflects the challenges and successes faced by Arab societies.

Impact on Perceptions: Drama can enhance the audience's understanding of their cultural
identity or contribute to the reinforcement of negative stereotypes. Some studies have
shown that dramatic works can play a role in shaping individuals' perceptions of
themselves and others (El-Nawawy, M. (2008), pp. 89-102).

Collective Identity: Drama fosters a sense of belonging among viewers, contributing to

the enhancement of national or cultural identity. Research indicates that dramatic works
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addressing identity issues can promote understanding among different generations (Badran,
A. (2015), pp. 78-85).
The Role of Digital Media in Shaping Identity
1. Social Media Platforms
Social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter have become powerful tools in

shaping identity. The impact of these platforms on individual and collective identity can be
analyzed as follows:

o Facebook: Facebook allows users to express their opinions and share personal
experiences, contributing to the formation of their identities. Studies in this context
indicate that users tend to build their identities through interaction with virtual
communities that reflect their interests (Papacharissi, Z. (2010), pp. 54-68).

o Instagram: This visual platform showcases individuals at their best, influencing
their perceptions of identity. The images shared by users reflect their values and
lifestyle, which can lead to the construction of visible identities (Hearn, A. (2010),
pp. 689-706).

2. Interaction and Engagement
Interactions on these platforms are key factors contributing to changes in identity concepts.

o Interaction: Social media platforms provide opportunities for interaction among
individuals, enhancing the sense of belonging to a particular group. Researchers
have noted that online interaction can help reshape identities through
communication with others who share similar interests (Baym, N. K. (2010), pp.
102-115).

« Engagement: Active participation on these platforms can alter identity concepts, as
individuals express their opinions and engage with significant social and political
issues. Previous studies have shown that active engagement can enhance a sense of
collective responsibility and strengthen civic identity (Castells, M. (2012), pp. 25-
38).

6.Qualitative Content Analysis of Selected Dramatic Works

6.1 Qualitative Content Analysis of '"Bab Al-Hara"

6.1.1 Identifying Main Themes

"Bab Al-Hara" is a rich dramatic work that reflects social life in old Damascus during the French

occupation in the early twentieth century. The main themes can be classified as follows:

o Family Dynamics: The series portrays complex relationships within families, highlighting

the bond between children and their parents and grandparents. For instance, the character
"Abu Issam" embodies traditional wisdom, serving as a source of advice for family
members, while his son "Issam" strives to express himself beyond traditional constraints.
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Societal Values: Traditional values such as generosity and bravery are emphasized. In one
episode, "Abu Shehab" displays considerable courage in defending his family against
invaders, reinforcing bravery as a vital aspect of cultural identity.

Intergenerational Conflicts: The series addresses generational conflicts, illustrated in the
relationship between "Abu Issam" and "Issam." Issam seeks to adopt modern approaches,
while his father insists on preserving traditions, leading to a clash between cultures.

6.1.2 Symbol Analysis
Symbols in "Bab Al-Hara" are utilized to express identity and culture, with key symbols
including:

Traditional Attire: Historical garments such as the "kufiya" and "abaya" serve as symbols
of cultural identity. For example, during wedding scenes, characters wear traditional
outfits, celebrating their heritage.

Living Environment: The portrayal of old neighborhoods in Damascus reflects daily life
during that period, featuring old markets and cafes, thereby enhancing viewers' sense of
belonging to their cultural roots.

Religious Symbols: Religious elements, such as Friday prayers, are integral to the
characters' lives, reflecting the influence of religion on values and behaviors. Observances
like Ramadan, waiting for the call to prayer to break the fast, consulting women in
marriage matters, and understanding the rights associated with marriage and divorce
highlight the religious framework guiding personal choices.

6.1.3 Narratives and Storytelling Techniques
The storytelling style in '"Bab Al-Hara'' encompasses:

Multiple Narratives: The series presents diverse perspectives through various characters,
such as "Abu Shehab" and "Fawziya," enriching the narrative and fostering empathy for all
characters.

Chronological Sequence: The show follows a chronological timeline that illustrates the
evolution of events over time. For instance, it depicts how family relationships develop
alongside historical events, enhancing viewers' understanding of the temporal context.
Everyday Dialogue: The use of local language and dialects adds authenticity to the
characters. For example, incorporating colloquial expressions enhances the credibility of
events, making them more relatable to the audience.

6.1.4 Insights Extraction
Through analyzing themes, symbols, and narratives in "Bab Al-Hara," several insights regarding
collective identity can be drawn:

Balance Between Tradition and Modernity: The series explores the characters' attempts
to balance the preservation of heritage with integration into modern times, reflecting the
identity struggles many face in the Arab world.

Importance of Family: The show illustrates how family plays a central role in shaping
53
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identity. For example, "Abu Issam's" family is depicted as a model that relies on its
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traditions and cultural identity to confront challenges.

e Cultural Interaction: "Bab Al-Hara" reflects how different cultural identities interact
within the community, including the presence of the French and their influence on daily
life, contributing to a deeper understanding of diversity and differences.

Conclusion

"Bab Al-Hara" offers a comprehensive study of how drama expresses cultural identity through
qualitative content analysis. By exploring family dynamics, societal values, and intergenerational
conflicts, we can gain insight into how these elements contribute to shaping collective identity
within a changing social context. The series is not merely an artistic work; it serves as a mirror
reflecting the cultural and social challenges faced by Arab societies.

6.2 Qualitative Content Analysis of ''Al-Hayba"

6.2.1 Identifying Main Themes

"Al-Hayba" is a dramatic work that explores the complexities of Lebanese society, highlighting
themes of family loyalty, honor, and the conflicts between tradition and modernity. The main
themes can be classified as follows:

« Family Loyalty: The series emphasizes the importance of family bonds. For example, the
main character "Jabal" (played by Taim Hassan) displays deep loyalty to his family when
he confronts enemies seeking to harm them, leading to escalating conflicts. In one episode,
Jabal shows his willingness to sacrifice everything to protect his family's honor, reflecting
the value placed on familial loyalty.

o Honor and Dignity: Honor plays a pivotal role in the motivations of the characters. For
instance, in an episode depicting an attack on the town of "Al-Hayba," Jabal must take a
defensive stance, where honor is manifested in how he deals with this threat. This situation
illustrates the societal pressure to maintain the family's dignity.

o Conflicts with Modernity: "Al-Hayba" portrays the tension between traditional values
and modern influences. An example is the character "Noor" (played by Nadine Njeim),
who tries to adapt to a new life after moving from a more modern environment to a
conservative one. Her internal struggle is evident as she faces family expectations and
traditions in contrast to her personal aspirations.

6.2.2 Symbol Analysis
Symbols in "Al-Hayba" are employed to express identity and cultural values, with key symbols
including:

« Traditional Attire: Lebanese traditional clothing serves as a symbol of cultural identity. In
wedding scenes, characters wear traditional outfits such as "dasha" and "abaya," reflecting
their connection to their roots.

o Mountain Landscapes: The mountainous environment provides a stunning backdrop. In
various scenes, the series showcases mountain views that reflect heritage and culture. This
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setting reinforces the strength and resilience of the community in facing challenges.
Weapons and Violence: The presence of weapons and the portrayal of violence reflect the
harsh realities of life. In an intense scene, Jabal demonstrates his combat skills to protect
his family from assaults, highlighting the ongoing struggle for survival and honor.

6.2.3 Narratives and Storytelling Techniques
The storytelling style in "Al-Hayba" includes:

Multiple Perspectives: The series utilizes various character perspectives. In one episode,
it focuses on characters like "Sakher" (representing Jabal's family), allowing the audience
to understand their motivations and different struggles, such as conflicts with political
factions.

Flashbacks and Non-linear Narration: Flashbacks are used to provide character
backstories and motivations. For example, a flashback scene reveals aspects of Jabal's life
before he became the head of his family, adding depth to his character.

Realistic Dialogue: The use of the Lebanese dialect lends authenticity to the characters.
Colloquial expressions are utilized in everyday situations, such as saying "yislamli hal
wajh" to express respect, enhancing the relatability for the audience.

6.2.4 Insights Extraction
Through analyzing themes, symbols, and narratives in "Al-Hayba," several insights about

collective identity can be drawn:

Tension Between Tradition and Modernity: The series illustrates how characters strive to
uphold traditional values in a rapidly changing world. For instance, Noor's challenges
against traditional customs when seeking to work in a field that requires her independence
are evident.

Importance of Honor and Reputation: The show highlights how honor is intertwined
with personal and familial identity. In a scene where Jabal faces a challenge from an old
enemy, his actions reflect the necessity of maintaining honor and reputation, emphasizing
social values associated with dignity.

Cultural Identity and Resilience: "Al-Hayba" portrays the resilience of the Lebanese
community in facing challenges. In a gripping scene, family members come together to
resolve their issues, reflecting the importance of cooperation and adherence to cultural
identity amidst crises.

Conclusion
"Al-Hayba" offers a compelling exploration of cultural identity through qualitative content
analysis. By examining family loyalty, honor, and the tension between tradition and modernity, we

gain insights into how these elements shape collective identity in a complex social context. The

series serves as a powerful reflection of the cultural and social dynamics that characterize
Lebanese society.
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6.2 Qualitative Content Analysis of '"dar el fechouch"
Technical Overview of the Series
"Dar El Fashoush" is an Algerian comedic television series that premiered during Ramadan 1444
AH (2023) on the Samira TV channel. The series revolves around the Fashoush family, exploring
the relationships among its members and their interactions with those around them. It addresses
various societal issues and reflects the daily life of the Fashoush family, highlighting important
social and cultural themes. The series embodies aspects of Algerian national identity through the
interactions of its characters and the presentation of local traditions.
Cast
The series features:

o Othman Ben Daoud

e Mina Lachhtar

o Samia Meziane

e Marwan Ghrouabi

o Asma Mahjan

o Romyssa Ghazali

e Nassrine Amrouche

o Nawara Barrah

o El Hadi Tire

e Biouna

e Hicham Mispah

o And several other Algerian stars and actors.
Genre

o Comedy
Direction and Writing

o Director: Jaafar Qassem

e Screenwriter: Jaafar Qassem
Country

o Algeria
Language

e Algerian Dialect
Number of Seasons

e 2 Seasons

Season 1: 20 episodes
Season 2: 23 episodes

1. Identifying Main Themes
The series addresses several issues that reflect Algerian national identity:
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Family Relationships: The importance of familial bonds is highlighted in scenes where
the Fashoush family gathers around the dinner table during special occasions. Traditional
dishes like couscous and merguez enhance these familial connections.

Social Issues: In one episode, the character Krontino (played by Marwan Ghrouabi)
embodies the struggles of young people in Algeria as he seeks employment, reflecting the
pressures of unemployment.

2. Symbol Analysis
Symbols in "Dar El Fashoush" illustrate national identity:

Traditional Food: The series features dishes such as couscous, chorba frik , and osban,
showcasing the family sharing meals together. This emphasizes the significance of culinary
traditions in strengthening familial ties. It also contrasts with simpler fare enjoyed by
lower-class segments of society, such as mahajeb and pizza kari, while highlighting the
beauty of traditional Algerian sweets like baklava and makroud. Olive oil is consistently
featured as an essential ingredient in Algerian cooking, presented in traditional cookware
like tagines and copper utensils.

Traditional Attire: The series emphasizes Algerian clothing for both men and women,
including the Algerian caftan, krakou, Wahrani blouse, Qacentina robe, and more for
women, alongside the burnous for men. In a wedding scene, the characters don
traditional Algerian outfits like the Gandoura and Jabbah, showcasing pride in cultural
heritage and reflecting cultural values.

Celebrations and Events: The series portrays various celebrations, including Eid al-Adha
and Algerian weddings, dedicating an entire episode (Episode 16 of Season 2) to the
celebration of Yennayer, illustrating how the Kabyle region prepares traditional dishes
such as sfinge, baghrir, and bradj. This reflects Algerian identity.

National Symbols: The series incorporates national symbols through an episode featuring
a football match. Scenes depict the Fashoush family gathering with friends to watch the
national team, wearing jerseys that showcase their Algerian sports identity, while proudly
displaying the national flag. This fosters a sense of unity and strengthens national
identity, promoting civic pride.

3. Narrative Techniques
"Dar El Fashoush" employs a narrative style that reinforces national identity:

Comedy as a Means of Awareness: The series uses humor to address social issues. In one
episode, the family competes in preparing traditional dishes, highlighting generational
tensions.

Diversity of Characters: The variety of characters offers multiple perspectives. For
instance, the character Fadhila, played by Nassrine Amrouche, exemplifies the challenges
faced by Algerian women in the workplace, showcasing social transformations. The scenes

featuring Fadhila illustrate her conflicts with her family regarding her refusal to marry her
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cousin, whom she does not love.

Everyday Dialogue: The series employs Algerian dialect, enhancing the realism of the
characters. Local expressions are utilized, making the characters relatable to the audience.

4. Extracting Ideas

Through the analysis of "Dar El Fashoush," several ideas emerge regarding its contribution to
reinforcing Algerian national identity:

Promoting Family Values: The series illustrates how familial bonds remain central to
Algerian culture, as seen in scenes of family gatherings around food during celebrations.
Celebrating Culture: By showcasing traditional dishes and attire, the series enhances
national identity and reflects the diversity of Algerian culture.

Social Challenges: The series narrates the issues faced by society, such as social pressure
and unemployment, demonstrating how individuals strive to adapt to their circumstances.

Conclusion
"Dar El Fashoush" is a dramatic work that effectively contributes to promoting Algerian national
identity by addressing social issues and cultural traditions in a comedic manner. The series reflects

the challenges facing Algerian society and emphasizes the importance of familial ties and
preserving traditions in a changing world. By presenting local stories and familiar characters, the

series fosters a sense of belonging and cultural awareness among viewers.
1. Strengthening Family Values

Bab Al-Hara: The series reflects the complex relationships within families, showcasing
interactions among characters like "Abu Issam" and his family, emphasizing the
importance of familial bonds and reinforcing collective identity.

Al-Hayba: The character "Jabal" exemplifies loyalty to his family and sacrifices made for
their honor, illustrating the family's pivotal role in shaping personal and national identity.
Dar El Fashoush: The interactions of the Fashoush family around the dinner table
highlight how familial atmospheres strengthen their bonds, reflecting values of cooperation
and love.

2. Highlighting Cultural Values and Traditions

Bab Al-Hara: Characters don traditional attire, such as the "kufiya" and "abaya," reflecting
pride in the cultural heritage of Damascus.

Al-Hayba: Traditional Lebanese clothing is showcased during various occasions,
enhancing the connection to cultural identity.

Dar El Fashoush: The series focuses on traditional Algerian dishes, highlighting the
diversity and richness of Algerian culture and fostering pride in its heritage.

3. Addressing Social Issues

Bab Al-Hara: The series tackles issues such as poverty and internal societal conflicts,
reflecting the social challenges faced by its characters.
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Al-Hayba: It presents tensions arising from political conflicts and modern challenges
affecting Lebanese society.

Dar El Fashoush: The show illustrates the pressures faced by youth in Algeria, such as
unemployment, highlighting contemporary social issues.

4. Depicting Conflicts Between Tradition and Modernity

Bab Al-Hara: The series showcases generational tensions, particularly as "Issam" seeks to
express himself beyond the traditional constraints imposed by "Abu Issam."

Al-Hayba: The character "Noor" navigates challenges adapting to a traditional
environment after moving from a modern setting, reflecting the conflict between family
values and personal aspirations.

Dar El Fashoush: It portrays the internal struggles of the character "Fadhila," who faces
opposition to her refusal to marry her cousin, illustrating the conflict between tradition and
personal ambitions.

5. Enhancing Cultural Interaction

Bab Al-Hara: The series reflects interactions among diverse cultures in Damascus,
showcasing social diversity.

Al-Hayba: It explores relationships between characters from different cultural
backgrounds, fostering mutual understanding and social interaction.

Dar El Fashoush: The show depicts interactions among characters from various social and
cultural classes in Algeria, reflecting the diversity within society.

6. Building a Positive Image of National Identity

Bab Al-Hara: The series presents a heroic portrayal of families facing challenges,
enhancing pride in heritage and identity.

Al-Hayba: It highlights the bravery and sacrifices of "Jabal," fostering a sense of national
pride and belonging.

Dar El Fashoush: The series showcases positive aspects of family life and cultural
celebrations, enhancing national belonging and highlighting Algerian values.

Conclusion

All three dramas effectively contribute to reinforcing the elements of national identity by
combining the promotion of family values, the celebration of cultural heritage, the addressing of
social issues, and the depiction of conflicts between tradition and modernity. They reflect the
challenges and successes faced by Arab societies.
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7. CONCLUSION

Dramatic works such as "Bab Al-Hara," "Al-Hayba," and "Dar El Fashoush" effectively
contribute to reinforcing the components of national identity within Arab societies. By promoting
family values, highlighting cultural heritage, addressing social issues, and depicting the tensions
between tradition and modernity, these series reflect the challenges and successes faced by
individuals and families.

These works serve as a mirror reflecting collective identity, showcasing how family
relationships and cultural traditions intertwine with contemporary social issues. By presenting
relatable characters and local stories, these series enhance the sense of belonging and cultural
awareness, contributing to the development of a cohesive community capable of facing the
challenges of the modern age.

The impact of this drama extends to fostering national pride and belonging, thus playing a
vital role in shaping the cultural consciousness of new generations.
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9. Appendix A: Samples of comments on Facebook regarding the series "Bab Al-Hara," "Al-Hayba,"
and "Dar Al-Fashoush." Please refer to the links below the article.
Appendix B: Analytical data related to viewership and interactions on YouTube.

8. Appendices

Series Name Premiere Date View Count Comment Count Like Count
Bab Al-Hara 16/01/2017 16,422,332 7,800 116,000
Al-Hayba 17/05/2018 11,083,339 1,100 78,000

Dar Al-Fashoush 23/03/2023 5,949,887 3,300 74,000

Appendix C: Images related to the series under study.
e Bab Al-Hara:

e Dar Al-Fashoush:
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Appendix D: Links to episodes of the series.
+ Bab Al-Hara:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDAUrBJxIft TINBWnW YuZxuUllcZ1bBiz
e Al-Hayba:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqYpoTdSJ8E
¢ Dar Al-Fashoush:

e Season 1:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubYF ZiFbV(

Season 2:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Q1R41We3nh0
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