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Abstract

In recent years, the media ecology has undergone fundamental changes both at the technological and
professional levels. The new technologies have affected the old media classifications between print, audio and
visual, and made the boundaries between them seem unclear; they have led to the emergence of media platforms
that overlap and integrate these media formats to produce content that is more interactive. In this new ecology,
the distinction between these media has not only been reduced but, thanks to the participatory nature of Web
2.0, it has also transformed the relationship between the media and the public, which has become an active
participant since its relationship with these instruments has been monolithic and compliant.

This paperinvestigates the problematic of media and communication studies and the need to renew its
conceptual and methodological approaches in order to be able to integrate the many changes that the modern
media ecologyhas brought about. The approach of this ecology with inappropriate concepts and knowledge
frameworks leads to many distortions. The paper argues that technological transformations in the media ecology
have reshaped the actors' positions, for example, users can interact with the media and contribute to the
production of their content. It also shows the fall of the boundaries between concepts such as the product and
the public, where many people create adaptive content from the digital media. Current media and
communication studies are, for the most part, a reflection of a historical period characterized by the dominance
of traditional media. Today, however, there is a different scene. Digital media have imposed themselves, and
traditional means have had to renew their performance in fear of decline and decay. It is a birth of a new era in
the history of the media characterized by a rethinking of concepts such as audience, communication, production
and distribution. This new ecology calls for reviewing, updating and renewing the concepts, visions and
approaches of media and communication studies by adopting new concepts and methodological approaches that
are compatible with the current media ecology in order to enable the academic field and its general public to
better understand the contemporary media ecology in all its complexity.

Keywords: Media and Communication Studies, Traditional Media, Reflexivity, Digital Media, Media ecology,
Academic Filed, Critical Approach.
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